GREYSOUTHEN PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 15TH JULY  2024 AT 
7.15 PM
Present:  Jennifer West,  Helen Davies, Ewan Roberts
Dawn Watson, Lisa Clark, Angie Sims, Andy Proctor,
John Howcroft, Councillor Andy Semple (Cumberland Council)
Also present  - three members of the public

67/24 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Joan Postlethwaite

68/24 MINUTES OF PREIVOUS MEETING
The minutes of the meeting held on 17th June 2024 were agreed as a true record – proposed by Angie Sims, seconded by John Howcroft  and unanimously agreed.

69/24 MATTERS ARISING 
X4/X5 – John Howcroft said Stagecoach agreed to review the service in the future with the change of timetable in October.  It was agreed to wait and see what happens in October and then to pursue the matter further.

70/24 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
Lisa Clark declared an interest in item 10 financial issues – request for funding from Citizens Advice Allerdale

71/24 PUBLIC PARTICIAPTION
One member of the public attended to explain the details for the Village Show handing round a plan of the field showing where everything is to be sited.  It is hoped to get a marquee for the exhibits but in the event of bad weather this will take place in the hall.     The cost for 2023 were £2300 running costs with income of £5400, giving a profit of £3100, some of which was given to Charity and other put back as reserves for 2024.   An appeal is to be launched on facebook and in a flier to be distributed throughout the village for volunteers.

Another member of the public presented evidence that no damage would be done  regarding the drainage on the day of the Show.   This was accepted.

A third member of the public talked about the Village Hall finances.
The VH income from rentals does not cover running costs, as use of the Hall has dropped off and the cost of utilities (gas, electricity and water) are all going up. The treasurer forecasts that the VH will make a loss next financial year of somewhere between £600 to £1000 pounds
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We do have a reserve from Covid grants of £20 K that we have been advised by ACT (a local authority advisory board for Village Halls' in the County), to keep for any future emergencies, and approximately another £20 K that we are using to hopefully upgrade the VH with disabled toilets, better storage facilities (so the Hall might be used more), and renewable energy systems to reduce running costs and go somewhere towards mitigating climate change. Of this, we have spent some figure (the exact amount I'm not sure, but less than £10 K) on architect fees and renewable energy consultancy, in order to come up with a refurbishment plan, so we can apply for grants.

As the owners of the Village Hall are receptive to extending the lease, we don't want to spend the VH reserves on running costs, and would rather spend the money upgrading the Village Hall for future use.

In light of this, the VH Committee are approaching the Parish Council to fund the projected shortfall in running costs.

72/24 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR, ANDREW SEMPLE
Councillor Semple reported on the following:
1. Opening of bridge in Cockermouth to two way traffic
2. Meeting with owner and Cumberland Council to pursue matters connected with the building and safety.
3. Brigham Roundabout – Highways England to complete analysis by end of July – meeting planned with Cumberland Council following this.
4. Meeting of Highways and Transport Strategic Board this week to discuss a plan to 2030 with possible electric fleet and also price cap which currently expires in December.

73/24 GREYSOUTHEN GOSSIP
John Howcroft said he had contacted the regular contributors and would circulate the August version prior to sending to the Clerk for printing in first week of August.

74/24 PLAYING FIELD
There was unanimous agreement in accepting the reduced payment of £37915.00. The contract was signed by Lisa Clark on behalf of the Parish Council.
It was agreed three pieces of equipment would be ordered and installed through Wicksteed – 30m all steel cableway with one ramp and safety grass, the Spiro-wheel without 
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speed restrictor and the Crusader with safety grass.  John Howcroft to liaise with grant provider and supplier.

It was agreed John Howcroft, Angie Sims and any others available to meet with Wicksteed for their site visit to site the equipment.   There have been one or two villagers who are concerned about the noise from the zipwire.  Angie Sims agreed to visit those concerned.

75/24 CLIMATE CHANGE
Report to follow

76/24 FINANCIAL ISSUES
The balances were reported as current account £11931.91 and deposit account £7607.26

Request from Citizens Advice Bureau for donation for day to day running costs.  It was agreed to contribute £100.00 (one hundred pounds) – proposed by Dawn Watson, seconded by Angie Sims and unanimously agreed.

The following payments were agreed and cheques signed:
[bookmark: _Hlk167360029]Clerks salary	 - July		     		£231.20
Tax on salary - July			£  57.80
Clerks expenses				£  41.13
Clerks salary – August			£231.20
Tax on salary – August			£  57.80
Barbara Lamb – July Gossip		£106.95
TN Maintenance				£  35.00
Citizens Advice Allerdale			£ 100.00

It was proposed by Jennifer West, seconded by Angie Sims that the funds from the Deposit Account be transferred to the Current Account prior to opening an account with Nat West in September

77/24 PLANNING APPLICATIONS – NONE

78/24 PLANNING DECISIONS – NONE

79/24 ALLOTMENTS
The Clerk reported one tenant had yet to pay for their allotment.  It was agreed Dawn Watson contact the tenant and ask if they still required the allotment.  
The Clerk reported there was one person on the waiting list.

80/24 CORRESPONDENCE – NONE

81/24 REPORTS OF MEETINGS ATTENDED  - NONE
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82/24 DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
16th September 2024 at 7.17 pm in the Village Hall

Meeting ended 8.50 pm

Signed as a true and correct record ………………………..

Date………………………….

